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The Genesis of 


In the beginning was a void. An emptiness. 
An unfulfilled need. What are we as a com- 
munity? Or better yet ... Who are we? What 
are our names? Our stories? For example, so 
many of you know me as pup Bolt, found- 
er and CEO of Barking News Media, LLC, 
the company that manages and publishes 
very magazine. But, did you know that in 
my spare time, my time away from this en- 
terprise, I’m a bar manager for a local gay 
bar here in the cities? Or did you know that 
I actually founded a puppy pack? Or that 
I’m a huge, MEGA advocate for encourag- 
ing and fostering greater inclusivity and tol- 
erance in our homes and communities? Oh 
yeah, I have a story, and you know what, it’s 
my belief that you have one too. And, I want 
to know it. 1 want to know you! 


That’s why I started this magazine, Barking 
News Magazine and Barking News Magazine 
Online. My goal is to give a face, a voice, to 
our community. Community. Do you know 
what that words means? It means to have a 
feeling of fellowship with others. But, how 
can we have fellowship with others if we 
don’t even know who our “others” are? Cue 
Barking News. 


I tell you, though, starting a magazine is 
tough stuff, but I am pleased with where 
we're at right now. We’ve received a lot of 
great attention and so many people have 
pointed out to me and to others on my team 
how much they love this magazine and how 
excited they are to get their hands on the 
next issue. In fact, the overwhelming sup- 
port I have received thus far and the many 
connections I have made since starting out 
on this venture have truly been awesome— 
the highlight of this whole undertaking. Of 
course, this doesn’t mean that I haven’t en- 
countered various struggles and difficulties 
along the way. Like I said, starting a maga- 
zine is tough stuff. 


One of the most difficult challenges has been 
trying to find contributors as well as adver- 
tisers. But with the help of great friends old 
and new—Brewtus, Wolf, Sage, I’m talking 
about y’all—I am thoroughly optimistic. Our 
contributor base has increased significantly 
over the past two months and we're starting 
to acquire some mighty fine new advertisers. 
But this is only the beginning. My goal is to 
be national by the end of the year. Technical- 
ly, we’re already there since we are present in 
five states so far, but I want more. I want to 
be in EVERY major city in the United States. 
Hell! Let’s go overseas! 


As mentioned above, I want this to be a 
magazine about the community for the com- 
munity. I want to see it provide education on 
fetish and kink as well as be a means for us 
all to get to know one another—and, yeah 
... that could be interpreted in the “bibli- 
cal” sense too. LOL! Naw, in all serious- 
ness, I want us to learn from each other and 
through Barking News, I hope to provide a 
platform for us to do just that. I hope y’all 
enjoy the community stories. Like I said, | 
know you all have stories. May I hear them? 
May others hear them? 


All in all, I hope y’all have enjoyed reading a 
bit of my story. But what is the take away? 
Why do I write? To be honest, yes, I want 
you all to know about me, to get a piece of 
my story, to know my ambitions, my goals. 
I especially want you all to know how inter- 
ested I am in getting yours. But I also write 
because I need your help. I need you all to 
spread the word that Barking News Magazine 
and Barking News Magazine Online 1s vital and 
thriving! If you have your favorite haunts 
in your neighborhood or city where you 
think our magazine would be welcome, let 
us know or better yet have the establishment 
contact us. Do you, by chance, have a busi- 
ness you think might enjoy advertising with 
us? Please, introduce us! 


Barking News Magazine 


In the beginning was a void. An emptiness. 
An unfulfilled need. Well, this pup has tak- 
en it upon himself to fill that void. Will you 
help by spreading the word, by spreading the 
Good News that is Barking News Magazine 
and Barking News Magazine Online? 1 want 
to thank you all for reading, and I hope you 
continue to enjoy our publication and intro- 
duce it to others. 


Special thanks to my partner in crime here at BN- 
Mag, Pup Brewtus, for his hand in the organiza- 
tion and crafting of this articl. It wouldnt have 
happened without ya. Thanks for making me sound 
good. 





CEO/ Editor-in-Chief 
Kole Durant, pup Bolt 
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DIY TREATS 


ART | by Mark Rodriguez “Pup Brewtus” 





BEYOND Gummy Bears 


If you're like me, the ideas of DIY and “Keep things natural” get your tail a waggin’ and your mouth salivatin’ fast! So, why not try your hand 
at making your very own puppy treats? Sir Wolf, in his article “Unleashing the Handler Within” (December 2017) mentions the importance 
of such treats in pup play. He writes, “Puppy’s love treats!” and goes on to list various over the counter yums yums you and your pup might 
very much enjoy—things like gummy bears, Scooby snacks, beef jerky, bacon, and Reese’s Pieces. 


But, what about good ol homemade treats? Being from the South . . . Oh, how I enjoy a fine baked good here and there! And that’s exactly 
what your treat can be! Your pup and those around her/him will absolutely LOVE and appreciate the care and attention placed in a well 


crafted, homemade puppy treat. Need recipe ideas? Look no further. To quote Garmin, “You have arrived.” 


I provide the recipe to one of my favorite pup treats. Try it out and let us know here at Barking News what you think. *** OR *** Submit 
a recipe of your own for us to try. Submissions can be sent to info@barkingnewsmag.com. Good luck! And may your rewards be great! 


Yours in good cheer, 
Brewtus 


Bananas? ... Yeah. (Easy) 





Prep Time: 5 mins Ingredients 

Cook Time: 15 mins *  2-very ripe bananas 
Total Time: 20 mins * 11/2 cup quick oats 
Servings: 16 * 1/3 cup peanut butter 


We in the gay community love a good banana joke, but no joke here! Bananas are super safe for hooman and canine alike. Enjoy the following 
recipe. N.B., all recipes published by Barking News Magazine and Barking News Magazine Online are SUPER safe and can be enjoyed by our real 
four-legged friends as well. Happy baking! 


STEP 1 - Preheat oven to 350°F and line a cookie sheet with parchment papet. 
STEP 2 - Mash bananas into a large bowl and add peanut butter and oats. Mix well. 
STEP 3 - Drop mixture onto lined cookie sheet in spoonfuls until there are 16-20 of them. Bake 12-15 minutes. 


Not only are these cookies easy AF to make! They are also vegan, dairy-free, and 
gluten-free (though, they must be processed away from wheat products). Enjoy! 


Again, let us know here at Barking News Magazine and Barking News Magazine On- 
line what you think of this recipe. Have modifications? Let us know that as well! 
** OR *** Once again, submit a recipe of your own for us to try. Submissions 
can be sent to info@barkingnewsmag.com. Good luck and have fun! 


PUP BREWTUS fives in Minneapolis, MN with his (de facto) handler, his two biological 
puppies, and kitty. A cultured poodle, Brewtus’ interests include music, language, philosophy, 
and theology. As lone wolf, his “interests” are black, dark blue, yellow, dark pink, teal, and 
magenta. He currently serves as COO of Barking News Media, LLC and Director of its 
main publication, Barking News Magazine. 
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Bob Miller - President, Executive Director, and 
Lifetime Member of the CLAW Board of Directors 


What are your names: real and pseudonym (i.e., 
scene name)? 

I go by my real name, Bob Miller. It’s a common 
name, so it is very anonymous. 


How do you identify (Sir, boy, Handler, pup, 
etc.)? 

100% bottom. Though, .. . how do I identify? Let’s 
just say, mostly, I’m in charge. 


When were you first introduced into the leather 
community? 

Early. 21 or so. So, in the early 80s. I lived in St. Paul, 
Minnesota. 


I went to a porn movie called—well, I can’t remem- 
ber what it was called—but it had a scene in it at a 
pool table where there was a dominant guy along 
with submissive men. Velvet Underground’s “Venus 
in Furs” was playing in the background. And, at that 
moment, I knew for sure that I wasn’t alone, that 
there were others like me. So, I sought out the com- 
munity very quickly after that. I went to bars like the 
Brig in San Francisco and the Spike in New York. I 
went to Amsterdam a few times, to the Argos. And 
in 1990, I went to IML [International Mister Leath- 
et] in Chicago and, “woop!,” there it was. Through- 
out the 1990’s the crowd at IML grew bigger and I 
was there every year but one. IML created the na- 
tional leather community. 


What colors do you typically flag? 

Well, some of this is past-tense, but black, on the 
right. But I have flagged other colors in my life. Lots 
of them. Always on the right. 
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Have you competed for any titles? If so, have 
you won any titles and what are the titles? 

Yes. I won a title once, and yes there’s a story. In 
2001, when I was forty years old, I competed for 
Mr. Cellblock Leatherman in Chicago on Halstead 
Street and the bar I went to most. I did not do well 
in the contest, but it was that night I met a man 
from Cleveland named Dennis McMahon—my 
co-founder of CLAW [Cleveland Leather Annual 
Weekend]. The next week I went to Cleveland to 
watch Dennis win Mr. Cleveland Leather and we 
had a little romance between us. 


I then entered Mr. Michigan Leather (I lived in 
southwest Michigan) at the Dunes Resort so I 
could be a contestant at IML with Dennis. I came 
in first-runner up but was given a tip: there was an- 
other contest called Mr. Leather West Michigan. It 
was in Kalamazoo and not only did the winner go to 
IML, it was “the second biggest purse in country,” 
including the room at the Palmer House Hilton, 
travel expenses, meal allowances, gift certificates to 
Mr. S and other stores. I went into a bar I had never 
even heard of before determined to win their leath- 
er contest. I put on a great show for the judges and 
the audience, and I won—lI got my ticket to IML 
2001. We were two of sixty three contestants. We 
did not make the top twenty, but we were ourselves 
and we loved it! For the next year, we went around 
to various events representing our titles (i.e. fucking 
around) and seeing our IML classmate “step down.” 


Speaking of CLAW, as founder, what is your 
current position/title? 

President and Executive Director and Lifetime 
Board of Directors Member. 





How long has CLAW been in existence? 
CLAW was founded in 2001, so 16+ years. 


What happened to CLAW13? 

We were all in an elevator. One of us went to press 
the button with their black leather glove and—sure 
enough—there was no floor thirteen. It went twelve 
to fourteen. And so did we. Now our year and num- 
ber match. 


What motivated you and Mr. McMahon to 
found CLAW? 

It was Dennis’ initial motivation. He wanted to have 
an event in Cleveland for his title year and he asked 
me to help. Dennis was a very handsome, charis- 
matic, and popular fellow in Cleveland, so he was 
great at inviting people to come and asking them to 
do things like donate to our silent auction or—in my 
case—start and run a big, successful organization. 
We were in Florida when he asked me. I immediate- 
ly agreed and began expressing all my great ideas: 
we'd make it a fundraiser with “no leather contest” 
and hold it the “weekend after MAL” (Mid-Atlantic 
Leather Weekend, MLK weekend in Washington 
DC, the second biggest and best leather event in the 
country after IML) so that our good friend—our 
classmate and section mate and IML brother—In- 
ternational Mr. Leather 2001 Stefan Muller from 
Bavaria could “host” and headline it, and I—oh!—I 
had a friend who made big posters and we'd list 
every titleholder that we knew was coming on the 
poster and have a brunch and go to the Center, and 
volunteers get in free and so on and so on. It just 
kept coming out of me. 


We were both inspired by the IML experience, and 
wanted to create an event with great sexual oppor- 
tunity—like at IML and MAL. There are many im- 
portant aspects to CLAW—the education that is 
both important and hard to get elsewhere, the fund- 
raising—with over $800,000 donated to communi- 
ty charities, and the volunteerism—eight hundred 
volunteers with 300 in leadership positions. With all 
of that, the single most important aspect of CLAW 
is still the great sexual opportunity where Leather 
men can and do meet other Leather men and lots of 
miracles happen. I’m the lucky guy that gets to hear 
some of the stories of how CLAW changes lives. 





So, why no contest? 
Because everyone had a contest. And some aspects 
of contests are unpleasant. 


I mean, don’t get me wrong, I like contests. I com- 
peted in contests, and it was out of contests that 
CLAW was created. We have the help of almost 
every attending leather titleholder every year, and 
it is a huge force. Many current titleholders make 
the circuit after IML, aching for hot sex everywhere 
they go—like Dennis and I did in 2001. Those peo- 
ple have contests every weekend, and usually duties 
associated with the contest (sometimes involving 
substantial time commitments). ‘They loved arriving 
in Cleveland and not having any schedule to keep. It 
was one big celebration for everyone. 


So, “No contest” was universally popular, right 
away. Like immediately popular—even people who 
spent their whole lives doing contests, they all talk- 
ed about no contest. We put it on the back of the 
t-shirts: “No Contest” 


And “no contest” opened our minds to what we 
could do. We have had thousands of good ideas 
through the years. The event keeps getting better, 
bigger, and stronger. CLAW 18 will have more than 
two hundred different events and exhibitors on four 
days, and all good ideas continue to be on the table. 


Is CLAW a company? 

Yes. A not for profit company that is also a 501c¢3 
charity dedicated to fundraising, education, volun- 
teerism, and other charitable needs of the leather 
community. Claw Holds that adult interest in leath- 
er, fetish, and BDSM is natural and healthy. We 
learn that from one another in person. 


What makes CLAW unique compared to other 
community events/ gatherings? 

It is big and horizontal. Most clubs or groups try to 
do all the work themselves. We have a critical mass, 
and so we’re able to enlist the help of many hun- 
dreds of people for the event. 


What do you think brings people to CLAW each 
year? Why attend? 

Number one is still to meet other guys, kinky guys 
who are there just like you. We may have over three 
thousand men at CLAW this year. Almost fifty 


states and numerous foreign countries—many more 
guys are coming from abroad this year. 


No matter who you are, there is something spe- 
cial for you at CLAW: skills and education classes, 
a massive vendor mart, BDSM play parties, naked 
pool parties, cigar deck, entertainment, banquets, 
bar parties. More than two hundred events and ex- 
hibitors are included in the package for $179 or for 
eight hours of fun volunteer work with us at the 
event. 


What are your favorite events at CLAW? 

My favorite event is the Sunday night finale, Kinky 
Kabaret, because CLAW is ending—and that’s a 
wonderful feeling for me. It’s also a great show! 
We’ve been doing a music and comedy variety show 
on Sunday night since CLAW 2 and it’s taken on 
some consistency these past several years, including 
the same emcees and a steady group of very talent- 
ed singers. It is amazingly unique and good, and it’s 
getting better! Stay until Monday! 


The dinner on Saturday is the summit of the year 
and of the event. This year it’s at the Great Lakes 
Science Center with its soaring ceilings and massive 
northeast facing windows that overlook the lake. 

I also love the cigar deck. I don’t smoke, but I like 
the men who do, and it’s nice to be outdoors. We’re 
told it is the best leather cigar deck in the world! It 
is urban and private complete with bootblacks and 
some comfortable furniture and bondage equip- 
ment. 


Bootblacks? 

Yeah, you know, like what you see at the airport 
or in a city hotel. We have twenty-five of them at 
CLAW and they alone raise a few thousand dollars 
for charity. We also have bootblack apprenticeships 
and educational sessions that not only teach on the 
care of boots and leather but also on the “aftercare” 
for the man that has been working on all the boots. 
There’s so much to learn! 


Anything else you want to tell me? 

I guess I'd like to mention a couple of other people 
that are critical to the CLAW story. Tina MacKay is 
the third lifetime board member of CLAW. From 
CLAW 2 to 16, she was my close creative partner 
and fellow CLAW work-a-holic. All the good ideas 
were either hers or she helped me make them better. 
She inspired—and made more fun—the volunteer- 
ism of thousands through the years. 


The other is Sir Merrill Squiers from Michigan. He 
joined CLAW management about ten years ago. 
Merrill is a systems wizard and all around capable 
and disciplined fellow. He’s had most of the big 
jobs: managing parties, move in and set up, registra- 
tion, education, website and E-blasts. He writes all 
our custom software for registration and volunteer 
management and a dozen other forms every year. 
Without Merrill, we’re still amateurs. Someone has 
to know how to work the film strip projector and 
for us that’s Sir Merrill! 


Your recent press release boasts forty eight ven- 
dors. Is that a record? 
Yes. We had forty four last year. 


What is a Vac Rack and Vac Cube? 
Very intense bondage experiences. You become 
vacuum sealed in the rack or the cube. 


Any last tidbit you’d like to give? 

Last year there was a big tub of chalk on the cigar 
deck and people were drawing all weekend on the 
cement blocks. You’d think it would be a bunch of 
penises and pornographic drawings, but instead it 
was vety community oriented. When the General 
Manager of the hotel saw it on Monday morning, 
he asked that the maintenance crew not wash it off, 
preferring to allow it to wear off slowly. It’s a beau- 
tiful thing, to be so well-liked by the hotel that is the 
host of the event. Everyone at CLAW is really hap- 
py. We leather folk are the best team-building ex- 
perience that G.M. could hope to find for his staff. 





Chalk art left by CLAW 17 attendies in the Cigar Deck 
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ASK SAGE 


ASKSAGE@BARKINGNEWSMAG.COM | by Alpha Sage 
Submit your questions to Alpha Sage 


Question 





Answer 





Dear Alpha Sage, 


My friend recently attended an “underwear night” at a local gay bar. 
There was no posted dress code either online or at the door and pa- 
trons inside were clearly not all in their underwear. My friend wasn’t 
entirely comfortable stripping down but was told he had to. When 
he refused to strip down, we were made to feel extremely unwelcome 
and were told that management would be very unhappy. How would 
you handle this situation if you were in my or my friend’s position? 


Dear ForcedToDisrobe, 


I am very sorry that this happened to you and your friend. If I am 
alone and ever made to feel unwelcome at a bar or event, I leave. If 
I am with friends, I will stay, for there is safety in numbers. If there 
is no dress code posted anywhere for the event and you feel more 
comfortable fully clothed, they legally cannot force you to disrobe, 
especially, if other patrons are not disrobed. In my opinion, it is un- 
professional of them to treat you poorly just because you don’t want 
to strip down to your skivvies. Venues and events with this kind of 





Sincerely, ethics do not get my hard earned money or recommendation. 
ForcedToDisrobe 
Sincerely, 
Alpha Sage 
e 
Question Answet 
Dear Alpha Sage, Dear KuriousKinkster, 


How long does it take your body to absorb saline after inflation? 


For testicular saline injection, anywhere from twenty four to forty 
eight hours to fully absorb into the body. As per some research | 





Thanks, have done, the rest of the body is about the same. The butt will likely 
KuriousKinkster be a shorter time due to sitting on your butt, making the dispersal a 
bit quicker. 
Sincerely, 
Alpha Sage 
e 
Question Answer 
Dear Alpha Sage, Dear Awrouff, 


Can you have a monogamous vanilla relationship and still be happy 
if you’re kinky? 


Thanks, 
Awrouff 
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I don’t see any reason why that wouldn’t be possible. I know several 
monogamous telationships where one person is kinky and the other 
is vanilla. It depends on agreements between the two partners. Per- 
haps they may be allowed to get their kink on with a specific person 
outside of the relationship. There are several ways for both sides of 
the relationship to be happy. 


Sincerely, 


Alpha Sage 





MrR-S-LEATHER 
PIONEERING PUPPY GEAR SINCE 2001! 


TWIN CITIES LEATHER WEEKEND 2018 


COMMUNITY | Photos by Andrew Bertke from Everett Allen Photography 


& EVERETT ALLEN 
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THE HANKY CODE DECODED 





COMMUNITY | by pup Brewtus 


What is the Hanky Code? 


The Hanky Code is a longstanding and venerable tradition communicating one’s sexual fetishes and roles. Known also as “flagging,” the code entails the placement 
or wearing of a colored hanky (or some other article of clothing) to indicate one’s fetish. Wearing such an item(s) on one’s left side shows the wearet’s alignment 


with top/dominant roles, while anything on the right side indicates alignment with bottom/submissive roles. 


And the code? 


Black Leather 


(leather, not cotton) 


° 


Black 


Gray 


Dark Blue 


mabbetnom @anccel 


Gray Flannel 


Olive Drab 
Dark Pink 
Teal 
Fuchsia 
Kelly Green 


Magenta 








LEATHER - Identifying and being attracted to those wearing leather. 


HEAVY S&M (Sadist/masochist) - Those wearing black tend to be into heavy sadism and masochism. ‘This 
may involve whips or other pain inflicting fetishes such as cock and ball torture. A top (Sadist) wears black on 
the left, whereas a bottom (masochist) wears it on the right. 


BONDAGE - This color signifies one’s love of bondage and often involves rope, straitjackets, handcuffs, duct 
tape, cling wrap (for mummification), sleep sacks, vacuum sacks (or beds), cages, and other devices and modes 
of limiting the submissive’s ability to move or to escape 


Anal Sex 


Oral Sex 


FISTING - Fisting, handballing, fist-fucking, brachiovaginal or brachioproctic insertion is a fetish that involves 
inserting a hand into one’s vagina or rectum. Fisting may be performed without a partner, but it is most often 
a partnered activity. 

WATERSPORTS - Watersports, golden shower, urolagnia or urophilia is a fetish in which sexual excitement 
is associated with the sight or thought of urine or urination. Urine may be consumed or the person may bathe 
in it. Other forms of urolagnia may involve a tendency to be sexually aroused by smelling urine-soaked clothing 
or body parts. 

FEW LIMITS - Those who flag orange are among the most experienced of leathermen and women. Theit 
fetishes are numerous. So much so, that wearing an item for each would be either impractical or unwieldy. And 
so, these individuals flag orange. 

AGEPLAY - Big/little or Daddy/Mommy/ boy/girl fetish wherein an adult takes on the persona of someone 
who is of a different age. Most commonly—but not exclusively—this is an age younger than their own. Those 


who take on a younger persona are often referred to as “littles” and their caretakers, their role-played older 
counterparts, are referred to as “Bigs.” 


SIR/boy or Daddy/boy 

Suit and Tie - Business or white-collar fetish 
Military - Military or uniform fetish 

Tit Torture 

Cock and Ball Torture 

Spanking 

Hustler/Looking to rent a boy 


Armpits 
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PACK FOR A FETISH EVENT 


| by Alpha Sage 





Before we start packing, let’s go over a few things. First off, checked bags must be under fifty pounds, otherwise you pay an exorbitant fee! | 
recently flew from Detroit to Minneapolis for a week and my suitcase was fifty five pounds. I had to take my leather chaps out of my suitcase 
and put them in my carry-on bag in order to save myself the one-hundred-dollar overweight fee. Airlines require passengers to pay for their 
checked bags unless they are Premium members. One tip I have for shampoo, soap, toothpaste, and shaving cream is to put them in separate 
large Ziploc bags. That way, if they open or break in transit, everything stays in the bag and doesn’t go all over your clothes, leather, and toys. 
Another tip, if you are packing a pair of boots in your checked bag, stuff them with socks and underwear to maximize space. These boots 
and anything fragile should be packed in the middle of the suitcase, so that they are protected from outside damage. I always pack extra 
Ziploc bags in case of messes and wet clothes as well as one or two extra sets of street clothes. 


Here is a layer by layer demonstration on how I maximized space and packed to fly for a five day trip for a fetish event: 





Layer 1 


Jeans and a couple of t-shirts across the bottom to pad 


against the hard back of the suitcase. 
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PACK FOR A FETISH EVENT 


| by Alpha Sage 





Layer 2 
Leather pants/kilt and a vest or jacket. Boots (stuffed with socks and undies), rubber (double-bagged 
in case the first bag leaks); some small items in the corners. 





Layer 4 Layer 5 
Everything else: accessories, hoods, caps; implements. (outside pockets) 
Toiletries (bagged in case they open in transit). 


Carry on 
Laptop and charger cords, books; any extra clothes. 


Make sure that your suitcase weighs fifty pounds or less. Weigh yourself with the suitcase. Then, take that number and subtract your own weight 
(I'd suggest weighing yourself without the suitcase in order to get the most accurate numerical result). If needed, take some items out of your 
suitcase and put them in your carry-on as long as those items aren’t prohibited from carry on baggage. For information on what may or may 
not be allowed in a carry on, please see your aitline’s website. 
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AGEPLAY 101 


EDUCATION | by Kurt'Patton 
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roleplay (verb): To assume the attitudes, actions, and discourse of (another), especially in a make-believe 
situation in an effort to understand a differing point of view or social interaction. 





Ageplay is the term used to describe a type 
of roleplay (both sexual and non-sexual) 
in which an adult takes on the persona of 
someone who is a different age. Most com- 
monly—but not exclusively—this is an age 
younger than their own. Those who take 
on a younger persona are often referred to 
as “littles” and their caretakers, their role- 
played older counterparts, are referred to 
as “Bigs.” There are of course many vatia- 
tions of identities that are specific to each 
individual and some may prefer other titles 
such as “Daddy,” “Mommy,” “baby” (used 
in ABDL, that is, Adult Baby/Diaper Lover 


contexts), among countless others. 


There are a wide variety of ages that littles 
can and may identify with: some are tod- 


dler-aged, others infants, while still oth- 
ets identify as “middles,” that is, pre-teen 
or teenager. And of course, as referred to 
above, there are those—though rare—who 
like to play in the headspace of a persona 
that is older than their real-life age. Also 
know that many littles (and perhaps Bigs) 
will have several different ages in which they 
enjoy playing. There is no right or wrong an- 
swer when determining what one’s little age 
is as there is an endless amount of possibil- 
ities as to one’s personal headspace identity. 


Several parallels can be found between the 
ageplay community and those of other 
roleplaying communities. One of the most 
striking of these parallels is puppy play. 
Handlers—those who handle puppies by 
providing a safe space for them to get into 
their headspace and let go of their human 
side—play a role that is very similar to Bigs 
or Caregivers, while littles, go figure, actual- 
ly have quite a bit in common with puppies 
when taking on their headspaces. As with 
ageplay, pupplay can be either overtly sex- 
ual or non-sexual as a way to relieve one’s 
self of his or her human, adult inhibitions. It 
can also be a fetish practice and, as with any 
multi-dynamic form of fetish activity, there 
may be overtones of domination and sub- 
mission. It cannot be stressed enough that 
these dynamics are dependent on the indi- 
vidual(s) engaging in play. There are count- 
less other personas that those who engage in 
roleplay can and may take on. The ones spo- 
ken of here, namely ageplay and pupplay, are 
but some of the more common examples 


found within the greater leather community. 


Now, just because ageplay claims a part of 
the greater leather community does not 
mean it is wholly understood and unreserv- 
edly accepted. And so, we must work to- 
gether to foster a better understanding of all 
types of roleplayed, “headspace” kinks and 
thus erase any and all stigmas surrounding 
littles. I look to our puppy counterparts. The 
pup community has also faced similar obsta- 
cles, and I proud to say that for the most part 
they have triumphed! Now, it is OUR turn. 


ASIDE: For those attending CLAW 2018, 
Kurt Patton along with Apollo Ryder will 
present a full length ageplay and ABDL 101 
class that will discuss these very topics fur- 
ther. We hope to see you there! 


KURT PATTON hives in Minneapolis, MN with 
his primary partner and their three human puppies. 
His main interests include ageplay in its many forms 
as he flags orange with a veritable laundry list of 
other kinks and fetishes. He currently serves as Vice 
President of the Atons of Minneapolis as well as a 
member of the Titans of the Midwest. He also sits 
on the Minnesota Leather Pride Board. 
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” FLEX Porn Star Parties 

” Skills and Education 

” ‘Best Leather Cigar Deck Anywhere’ 
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CLAW has donated over $800,000 to community charities. 
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Westin Cleveland Downtown: Fully Booked | Hampton Inn or Double Tree $149/night 
Book now at clawinfo.org 


